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John F. Kennedy had his eye on the 1964 elections when he visited Texas in November 1963. 

The state's 25 electoral votes were crucial to the president's re-election, but victory in Texas was no sure thing. Already, the president had seen his approval rating in the state slip from 76 percent to 50 percent since 1962, and a state political feud complicated matters. 
The Democratic Party in the Lone Star State was divided by squabbles between supporters of Sen. Ralph Yarborough, a liberal, and Gov. John B. Connally, a conservative. Although Connally had been Kennedy's first Secretary of the Navy, the governor was trying to distance himself from a president hated by a strong right-wing establishment that included oil men and newspaper publishers. To make matters worse, Kennedy's Texan vice president, Lyndon B. Johnson, had been Yarborough's adversary for decades. Their animosity ran so deep that the senator openly refused to ride in the same car with Johnson during the president's stop in Houston. 
The president began his trip to Texas on the morning of Nov. 21, 1963. Flying in with him from Washington, D.C., was his wife, Jacqueline, who was making her first domestic political trip with her husband since the 1960 campaign. The Kennedys' marriage had not always been a happy one, but a recent tragedy had brought them closer together, friends said. In August, their son Patrick, born prematurely and suffering from hyaline membrane disease, died only two days after his birth. Both Kennedy and his wife had taken the baby's death hard. "Oh, Jack, Jack," Jacqueline Kennedy had cried to her husband. "There's only one thing I could not bear now -- if I ever lost you." 
The Kennedys' first stop in Texas was San Antonio. At Brooks Air Force Base, the president dedicated a $16 million aerospace medical center and defended the nation's commitment to the space race. At 4:10 p.m., the Kennedys arrived at Houston International Airport (now Hobby), where they were greeted by enthusiastic crowds. The news on the front page of the Houston Chronicle the next morning would not be so happy, though: The results of a statewide poll conducted by the newspaper showed that Kennedy's expected rival, Sen. Barry Goldwater, would win Texas by a 52-48 percent margin if the election were held that day. 
The main event on the Kennedys' Houston schedule was a dinner honoring ailing U.S. Rep. Albert Thomas, who had been instrumental in bringing the future Johnson Space Center to Houston. But before heading for the festivities at Sam Houston Coliseum, the Kennedys made an unscheduled stop at a LULAC dinner at the Rice Hotel, where they were staying. Jacqueline Kennedy charmed the crowd by delivering a message in Spanish. 
After a 27-minute stay at the Thomas dinner, the president continued his strenuous day with a flight to Fort Worth, arriving at Carswell Air Force Base about 11 p.m. Kennedy spent his last night in Suite 850 of the Hotel Texas, awakening early the next morning to find enthusiastic crowds beneath his window. The noise, however, annoyed the first lady, who complained that Texans were unrefined. 
Before addressing a Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce breakfast, the president went outside the hotel to meet the crowd. But the enthusiasm that greeted Kennedy in Fort Worth was tempered with hostility at Kennedy's next stop, Dallas. Amid the cheers at Love Field were placards that carried such legends as "Help Kennedy Stamp Out Democracy" and "Mr. President, because of your socialist tendencies and because of your surrender to communism, I hold you in complete contempt." 
On the plane, Kennedy had read the criticisms against him in The Dallas Morning News. They included a banner headline that proclaimed, "PRESIDENT'S VISIT SEEN WIDENING STATE DEMOCRATIC SPLIT." The Morning News also carried a full-page advertisement, on page 14, paid for by H.L. Hunt and other right-wing businessmen. It asked the president 12 loaded questions such as, "Why did you host, salute, and entertain Tito--Moscow's Trojan Horse...?" "Oh, God, we're really heading into nut country today," the president said when he saw the ad. He told his wife: "You know last night would have been a hell of a night to assassinate a president. I mean it. There was the rain, and the night, and we were all being jostled. Suppose a man had a pistol in a briefcase." At 11:37 a.m., Air Force One touched down at Love Field. By 1 p.m., President Kennedy was dead.   

Instructions: Who Killed JFK?

Although the government’s Warren Commission concluded after reviewing the evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in killing the president, numerous theories remain.

Read each of the brief scenarios compiled by Holly Hildebrand of the Houston Chronicle about possible JFK killers and answer the following questions for each:

· Possible killer 

· Link to JFK 

· Motive

· Rank 1-10 on how credible the theory is and why (10 is the highest)  

Scenario #1: The CIA

When John F. Kennedy came to office, the Central Intelligence Agency was an entity virtually unto itself. 

With little supervision from previous administrations, the agency had more or less done what it wanted -- and that included the instigation of coups, the incitement of rebellions, and plots to kill foreign leaders. 

But a crisis occurred in the agency after the Bay of Pigs invasion, which the CIA had orchestrated. His power threatened, Kennedy fired CIA director Allen Dulles and deputy director Charles Cabell. For those conspiracy theorists who believe that the CIA was behind the assassination, these two facts are significant. 

Dulles would be one of the members of the Warren Commission that determined Lee Harvey Oswald had acted alone in murdering Kennedy and Dallas Police Officer J.D. Tippit. And Cabell was the brother of Earle Cabell, who was the mayor of Dallas in 1963. 

Had the CIA looked for a way to remove the man who was threatening its power? Certainly, it showed no signs of giving in easily. On the very day of the assassination, a CIA operative in Paris was delivering a poison pen to a Cuban traitor who had agreed to hand it to Fidel Castro. 

Power-hungry, secretive, riddled with all sorts of sub-groups and eager "spooks," the CIA was just the sort of entity that could have executed and concealed a plot as apparently intricate as the Kennedy assassination. What's more, congressional oversight was just about nil in 1963. 

And if someone suspected? The CIA had two words for its defense -- "plausible denial." And Mark Lane, the Warren Commission critic whose 1966 book Rush to Judgment had been so important to generations of doubters, used this very phrase for a 1991 book that pointed a finger at a CIA role in the assassination. 

The book was the result of documents made available by the Freedom of Information Act and by sworn depositions Lane took from former CIA operatives and officials for a little-publicized libel trial in the U.S. District Court of Miami. The 1978 case revolved around Watergate burglar E. Howard Hunt, who had sued for defamation when a small magazine published a story by a CIA renegade who linked Hunt to the assassination. Lane signed up as a defense counsel, and his investigative efforts about the accuracy of the story led to victory. The forewoman of the jury said that the jury found against Hunt because it believed that the story had been truthful -- that the CIA had killed the president, Hunt had been part of it, and further investigation should be undertaken. Yet questions still remain.

Scenario #2: The Cuban Connection

The Kennedy administration had been a thorn in the side of Cuban leader Fidel Castro since almost the very beginning. 

Three months after John F. Kennedy took office, anti-Castro exiles had invaded the Bay of Pigs in a plan sanctioned by the CIA. Kennedy had refused U.S. cover to the exiles at the last moment, but the event had complicated the world political landscape. Then in October 1962 all eyes focused on Cuba during a missile crisis that threatened to bring the world to the brink of nuclear war. 
Yet Castro had more personal reasons to hate the Kennedy administration. Agents of the U.S. government had plotted many times to assassinate him, and FBI files declassified in 1993 reveal that Kennedy's successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, was convinced that the Kennedy assassination was the result of a conspiracy triggered by the CIA plots. 
A 1967 memo from C.D. DeLoach, the FBI's liaison to the Johnson administration, notified top FBI officials that some White House aides privately questioned the official conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone assassin. 

DeLoach wrote: "In this connection, Marvin Watson (LBJ's chief of staff) called me late last night and stated that the president had told him, in an off moment, that he was now convinced that there was a plot in connection with the assassination. Watson stated the president felt that (the) CIA had had something to do with plot." 
In a 1993 interview with the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, former Johnson press secretary George Christian confirmed that LBJ suspected the Cuban government was behind Kennedy's death. "He frequently made statements that the Cubans must have been involved," Christian was reported as saying. "The whole idea that the Cubans -- meaning Castro -- might have had something to do with it was linked to the CIA's attempts to assassinate Castro. That was the root of Johnson's concern." 
The DeLoach memo also revealed that the FBI sent the Johnson administration its files on CIA efforts to recruit organized crime figures for assassination plots against Castro. But in 1995, more FBI documents were made public, and they paint a picture of a Castro who had his own ideas about the assassination. Among the previously secret papers was a June 17, 1964, report from then-director of the FBI J. Edgar Hoover. 
It said that Castro, denying his nation's complicity in the murder, ordered his own tests on a rifle simliar to the one that Lee Harvey Oswald was alleged to have used to fatally wound the president. Castro's conclusion was "that Oswald could not have fired three times in succession and hit the target with the telescopic sight in the available time" and that therefore "it took about three people." 
Hoover also quoted Castro as saying that Oswald had become angry and threatened to kill Kennedy when he was denied a visa by the Cuban Embassy during a visit to Mexico City earlier in 1963. But whether Oswald even visited Mexico City in 1963 has been a bone of contention among conspiracy theorists, some of whom claim that an impostor who called himself Lee Harvey Oswald and made a scene was the man who visited the Cuban embassy. 
Adding intrigue to the whole Cuban theory is Oswald himself: In August 1963, he approached a New Orleans shopkeeper active in the anti-Castro movement and asked to join. Four days later, Oswald was arrested on charges of disturbing the peace while passing out pro-Castro leaflefts sponsored by the "Fair Play for Cuba Committee."

Scenario #3: The Anti-Castro View

A year before John F. Kennedy became president, the CIA had begun to train Cuban exiles for an invasion to overthrow Fidel Castro. President Eisenhower had authorized the operation in March 1960, saying, "Everyone must be prepared to swear that he has not heard of it." 

But the plan was a well-known secret. Ten days before Kennedy took office, the New York Times ran a front-page story headlined with the words, "U.S. HELPS TRAIN AN ANTI-CASTRO FORCE AT SECRET GUATEMALAN BASE." Ironically, the newspaper report was the best briefing the president-elect had received on Cuba. 

Three months later, a force of Cuban exiles was poised to strike. Thirty minutes into their invasion on April 17, 1961, the phone at the president's bedside rang. Secretary of State Dean Rusk told Kennedy that the CIA wanted to call in U.S. planes to cover the anti-Castro Cubans who were hitting the beach. The president refused any U.S. help. 

Kennedy's decision left 1,500 exiles stranded and incurred the wrath of their compatriots, who felt the new president had betrayed them. Their hatred for Kennedy lies at the heart of the theory that Cuban exiles conspired to kill him, either in retaliation for the bungled invasion or to frame Castro, a scenario that, they might have hoped, would have led to a full-fledged U.S. invasion against the Cuban leader. 

Complicating this theory is the figure of Lee Harvey Oswald. In the summer of 1963, Oswald reportedly approached Carlos Bringuier, an activist in the anti-Castro movement in New Orleans, about joining his group. But Bringuier suspected the young man of trying to infiltrate his organization and had a comrade check him out by posing as a pro-Castro sympathizer. Four days after his meeting with Bringuier, Oswald was arrested for disturbing the peace while passing out pro-Castro leaflets in New Orleans. 

In her 1967 book Accessories after the Fact: The Warren Commission, the Authorities and the Report, critic Sylvia Meagher speculates that members of the anti-Castro community might have decided to kill two birds with one stone: Assassination would remove the president they hated, and a set-up would eliminate the double-agent who sought to undermine their cause. After all, why would Oswald, a self-proclaimed Marxist who had defected to Russia and was married to the niece of a ranking Soviet official, wish to oppose a Communist leader like Castro?

Scenario #4:  Hoover and the FBI

In November 1963, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover was 68 years old, two birthdays away from forced retirement. The day of the FBI director's departure would be a day that John F. Kennedy would relish. 

And for good reason. 

The relationship between Kennedy and Hoover had always been an uneasy one. Since World War II, when the FBI began keeping tabs on Kennedy's sex life, the bureau had had information that could have destroyed Kennedy's political career. First attracting Hoover's attention was Kennedy's wartime fling with Inga Fejos, a suspected Nazi agent. Other dalliances were duly noted. 

Potential blackmail was a powerful tool for Hoover, but was murder, too? Some conspiracy theorists say yes, advancing a scenario with several variations. One is that the FBI director knew of a plot to kill the president but took no action. Another posits that Lee Harvey Oswald, supposedly an FBI informant, had orders from the bureau to assassinate Kennedy. There's also this idea: That Oswald heard of an assassination plot, warned the FBI, and was framed and killed by Jack Ruby -- also supposedly an FBI informant -- for his trouble. 

Although the bureau had first begun to keep tabs on Oswald in 1959, when it learned he had defected to Russia, agents had, overall, treated his case with laxness. When Oswald returned from Russia in 1962, the FBI interviewed him twice, then closed his case, although he had been deemed hostile, evasive and suspicious. 

Despite more evidence of Oswald's Communist activities, the bureau did not decide to reopen his case again until March 1963. When Oswald reportedly went to Mexico City in September 1963 and visited the Soviet Embassy -- an incident that some conspiracy theorists believe involved an Oswald impostor -- the bureau still failed to show concern. 

Then, in early November, the Dallas office learned Oswald had returned to Dallas and was working at the Texas School Book Depository. Special agent James Hosty interviewed Oswald's Russian-born wife, Marina. Two weeks before the assassination, Oswald visited the Dallas office, leaving a note for Hosty that threatened to blow up the FBI office and the Dallas Police Department if Hosty did not stop bothering Marina. The note, Hosty claimed two days after the assassination, had later been destroyed. 

In his 1987 book Secrecy and Power, Richard Gid Powers suggests that Hoover was so embarrassed by the way the bureau bungled the Oswald case that he began a furious campaign to minimize criticism against his agency after the assassination. Although he had initially told President Lyndon B. Johnson that the case against Oswald was weak, Hoover now apparently sought to shift focus away from the bureau by fixing blame on Oswald as the lone assassin, unaided by any conspiracy that could have tied the murder to prior CIA plots or raised the question of why the FBI was unaware of a possible widespread conspiracy. 

Powers' book also points out that Hoover had known of the massive amount of hate mail that Kennedy had received throughout his administration. Did he fear that he would be blamed for keeping a blind eye to the rabid opposition that was building against the president? 

Whatever his motives, many people in the bureau soon knew Hoover's fury. The director immediately punished everyone connected with the Oswald file. When the Warren Commission reported its findings in 1964, eight agents were punished again. It was the cost of revealing the bureau's deficiencies to the public. 

In the meantime, Hoover had built an alliance with President Johnson that allowed him to stay in his job until the director's death in 1972. Perhaps the most persistent question that might be asked about Hoover and the JFK assassination is: Why would the FBI director have needed to resort to assassination when he held the upper hand in what could become a most damaging game of blackmail?

Scenario #5: Hey, Hey, LBJ?

Brutus. Macbeth. Richard III. Think of their stories, and it is not difficult to understand why some conspiracy theorists might look to Lyndon B. Johnson as a culprit in the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 
Throughout history, assassinated leaders have often been succeeded by their killers. There were Julius Caesar crying out "Et tu, Brute?" as his friend and other senators sunk knives into him; Macbeth seizing the throne of Scotland after dispatching Duncan; Richard III allegedly murdering the two little princes that stood between him and the English crown. 

In 1967 -- when loathing for Johnson was widespread because of his escalation of the Vietnam War -- Barbara Garson's play MacBird cast Johnson in a murderous light. With few apologies to William Shakespeare, Garson had adapted the tragic Scottish Play (with bits of Hamlet thrown in) to create a satire involving a Johnson-like character named "MacBird" who came to power after the killing of a charismatic president named John Ken O'Dunc. As in Shakespeare, the slain leader was avenged by a close relative, in this case a caricature of Robert Kennedy. 
Twenty-four years later, Oliver Stone's controversial movie JFK also cast suspicion on Johnson -- through innuendo more than anything else. And then there was Johnson's personality itself. He had an ambition as big as the Lone Star State; his enmity for Kennedy's brother and attorney general, Robert, was well known; and he might have feared that JFK would drop him from the ticket in 1964. After all, Johnson counted among his friends Bobby Baker and Billie Sol Estes, two men tainted by notorious scandals. Despite these circumstances and popular manifestations of suspicion, there has never been one iota of evidence to show that Johnson was involved. 

In fact, recently released tapes of his phone conversations have revealed him to be more sensitive than had been widely thought; in calls to Jacqueline Kennedy in the days and months after the death of her husband, he seems almost pathetically eager to be kind to her, at one point even suggesting that he might be a "daddy" to her two fatherless children. To say such a thing to a woman after conspiring to murder her husband would have required a depravity that even Johnson's severest critics might not have been willing to grant him.

Scenario #6: The Mob

Mix with the mob, and you had better stay friendly. 

That's the basic premise behind the theory that the Mafia conspired to kill President Kennedy. Consider this: 

· Chicago mobster Sam Giancana had helped JFK win the 1960 election. 

· The two men shared a mistress, Judith Campbell Exner, who has said she was a courier between Kennedy and Giancana. 

· Miami mobster Santos Trafficante had helped the CIA with its plots to assassinate Cuba's Fidel Castro. 

And how did the Kennedy administration respond to these affiliations? Not with loyalty, as the mob expected, but with an all-out campaign against organized crime. Kennedy's brother Robert, who was his attorney general, first waged war against Jimmy Hoffa, pulling out all the stops to investigate the suspected mobster. Then New Orleans boss Carlos Marcello was deported to Guatemala. 

As the Mafia theory goes, the mob, angry at these turns of events, struck back by conspiring to kill the president. The mobsters' perception of Kennedy's as being soft on Castro also enraged them -- for Castro had shut down the mob's lucrative Cuban casinos. 

Richard Billings, former editorial director for the House Select Committee on Assassination, which re-investigated the assassination and issued a report in 1979, says he believes the mob conspired to kill the president. The author of The Plot to Kill the President, he cites circumstantial evidence involving Jack Ruby, the man who murdered suspected assassin Lee Harvey Oswald two days after the president's death.  "The pattern of activity from the associations in his (Ruby's) background argue to me overwhelmingly that Ruby didn't just go kill Oswald because he was a patriot or on a whim, or for any reasons other than the reasons he was directed to do it by the people for whom he worked," Billings told the Houston Chronicle in 1988. "And they were the organized crime people, the bosses in Dallas, Texas and Louisiana." 

Billings said Ruby, who operated striptease clubs and dealt in gambling and prostitution, was associated with organized crime figures who had moved into Dallas from Chicago, where Ruby had grown up and run errands for Al Capone. Ruby reported to underworld figures in Dallas who were, in turn, associates of Marcello, the angry mob figure deported through the efforts of Robert Kennedy, Billings said. 

Although hounded by Robert Kennedy, Marcello -- according to Las Vegas promoter Edward Becker -- had once explained why it was better to get rid of JFK than his brother: "If you cut off a dog's tail, the dog will only keep biting. But if you cut off its head, the dog will die." 

But Melvin Belli, the California attorney who represented Jack Ruby in his murder trial, said he believed Ruby acted only on impulse, not on mob orders, when he killed Oswald. He called his former client "very emotional." Such protestations notwithstanding, the House Select Committee on Assassinations concluded in 1979 that Hoffa, Marcello and Trafficante all had the "motive, means, and opportunity" to kill the president. Yet the committee was ultimately "unable to establish any direct evidence of mob complicity."

Scenario #7: The Soviet Theory

Those who remember John F. Kennedy are fond of saying that the nation's innocence ended with his assassination. But anyone advancing this theory fails to remember the climate in which the world lived when Kennedy led the free world. 

The times were, in a word, scary. Schoolchildren practiced "duck and cover" as a defense against the nuclear attack that everyone feared the Soviets would launch. Public service announcement routinely reminded U.S. television audiences that Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev had vowed to "bury" them. Americans were urged to build bomb shelters to save themselves in the coming holocaust. And in October 1962, during the Cuban Missile Crisis, Kennedy's showdown with Khrushchev brought the globe to the brink of nuclear disaster. 

So when the president of the United States was assassinated during the height of the Cold War -- the first presidential assassination to occur since William McKinley was mortally wounded by an anarchist in 1901 -- it was natural to suspect that the hated and feared Soviets might have had something to do with it. With six members of Kennedy's Cabinet airborne in a flight to Japan on the day of the assassination, it was feared that national security was in jeopardy. And when a former Soviet defector with a Russian-born wife was charged with the president's slaying, the doubts really began to swirl. 

Had Khrushchev, feeling humiliated by the outcome of the Cuban Missile Crisis, vowed to revenge himself on Kennedy? Had the KGB trained Lee Harvey Oswald, who lived in the Soviet Union between 1959 and 1962, to be a presidential hit man? Or was Oswald set up, framed by a double and KGB agents who themselves fired the fatal shot? 

Certainly, Oswald was treated well when he lived in the Soviet Union. He was given a rent-free apartment in Minsk, and he married the niece of a ranking Soviet official. But the Soviets apparently regarded Oswald as something of a klutz. 

In an April 10, 1995, New Yorker article adapted from his book Oswald's Tale, Norman Mailer wrote that the KGB suspected Oswald of being a U.S. agent and kept him under surveillance, watching him and his wife through a peephole in the wall of their Minsk apartment. 

The KGB also noted that Oswald "never seemed to hit anything when he went hunting and that he didn't know how to operate a shortwave radio set." And a fellow worker in a radio factory said he remembers that Oswald "couldn't figure out how to put film in a simple Soviet camera." No wonder the KGB did not consider Oswald good spy material. 

Even so, the intelligence agency was plunged into turmoil when the former defector was arrested in the assassination. The ex-deputy chief of Soviet counterintelligence told Mailer: "Everybody blames me for this! It was as if I knew he would shoot. You could not find one single person from Minsk who would say, 'Yes, Oswald had these intentions to go back to America and cause all this trouble.' "

Scenario #8: The Garrison Case

Jim Garrison was a legend in New Orleans. Standing at 6 feet, 6 inches, the district attorney was known as the "Jolly Green Giant," and his actions were as big as his physique. With a flair for publicity, he made sure reporters were with him when he raided gay bars or arrested minor racketeers. And in March 1967, he was ready to give newsmen their biggest scoop yet -- he had arrested and taken into custody one of New Orleans' most respected civic leaders, Clay L. Shaw. The charge: "Participation in the conspiracy to murder John F. Kennedy." 

"My staff and I solved the assassination weeks ago," Garrison told the news conference in his office. "I wouldn't say this if we didn't have evidence beyond a shadow of a doubt. We know the key individuals, the cities involved, and how it was done." Thus began a trial that proved nothing. 

It started with a tip that a local man had acted as a getaway pilot in the assassination. Garrison had begun to investigate Kennedy's death two days after it occurred, and his inquiry led him to the strange figure of David W. Ferrie, whom the D.A. held briefly for questioning. In the meantime, Garrison used bits of information that were tenuous at best to link "Clay Bertrand," a shadowy figure who supposedly had wished to defend Lee Harvey Oswald, with Clay Shaw.

When Ferrie died -- mysteriously, according to some -- Garrison wasted little time in arresting Shaw, who, he claimed, had known both Ferrie and Oswald. Garrison told Warren Commission critics what they wanted to hear: that Kennedy had been the victim of a right-wing cabal and a conspiracy that involved anti-Castro Cubans and the CIA. When critic Mark Lane asked Garrison how he knew all this, the D.A. replied: "Which group do you think did it, retired circus clowns?" 

"Circus" would become an apt description of the Shaw trial. By the time Garrison went to court, his list of plotters had grown longer and wilder. They now included Minutemen, oil millionaires, munitions exporters, White Russians, the Dallas police, members of the Dallas establishment and unidentified elements of the "invisible Nazi substructure." 

Garrison's witnesses were weirder still. One of them showed up wearing a toga and identifying himself as "Julius Caesar." The star in the state lineup admitted that the conspiratorial meeting he was supposed to have recalled under hypnosis might really have been "an inconsequential bull session." The testimony of another witness, a New York businessman named Charles Speisel, who claimed he had been at a Shaw party where criticisms of the president had turned into talk of ways to kill him, disintegrated under cross-examination. Among other things, Speisel said he had been hynotized 50 or 60 times. When asked how he knew this, he replied: "When someone tries to get your attention--catch your eye. That's a clue right off." 

By the end of the case, Garrison rarely showed up in court. A recently released diary by one of his staffers, Tom Bethell, shows that Garrison had nearly lost hope of a conviction more than a year before the case went to trial. 

Bethell wrote that Garrison seemed to be getting bored with the case and spent most of his time napping at the New Orleans Athletic Club. 

By March 15, 1968, Bethel had himself concluded that "there was no basis for Shaw's arrest." Almost a year later, a jury agreed. After deliberating only 45 minutes, it set Shaw free. Yet the acquittal was not the end of Shaw's problems. The next day, Garrison charged Shaw with perjury. It would take three more years before the U.S. Supreme Court confirmed a lower court ruling that the charges be dropped. By then, though, Shaw had been ruined. His health was broken, his money spent. A month after being charged he had written in a diary, released two years ago by friends who wished to salvage his tarnished reputation: "There are only three alternatives. Kill yourself, you go crazy and thereby blot the matter out; or, you can endure." 

"This is going to be an enormously costly business, and I am not sure of being able to recoup financially," Shaw wrote in March 1967. "I had planned my retirement so carefully, having determined the point on the actuarial tables where I would probably die, and prepared myself to live to this point and, indeed, a little beyond. This case, of course, will change all that." Shaw died of a brain tumor in New Orleans in 1974. He was 61. 

Unlike the man he prosecuted, Garrison prospered. He went on to be elected to the state 4th Circuit Court of Appeals. He wrote books about his assassination theories. And he was exalted as a hero in Oliver Stone's 1991 film, JFK, in which he was portrayed by Kevin Costner and even given a cameo role, as Chief Justice Earl Warren. What happened to Garrison would not have surprised his chief assistant, Jim Alcock. During the Shaw case, Alcock wrote that "Garrison will come out of this smelling like a rose. That guy has more luck than anyone I know." Garrison died at age 70 in 1992.

Scenario #9: The Mystery of Lee Harvey Oswald

Look at Lee Harvey Oswald, and you see a loser -- a scrawny young man with a receding hairline, a poor student who joined the Marines and was court-martialed twice, a potential Soviet spy who couldn't shoot straight, operate a shortwave radio, or load a camera, a failed suicide, a failed husband, somebody who knew what the insides of an unemployment office looked like, an accused presidential assassin captured a mere 75 minutes after his crime, a despised murder victim whose pallbearers were the reporters at his funeral. 

Look more closely, and you see this -- a man of intelligence who spoke Russian and could hold his own on radio debates, someone who had the nerve to defect to the Soviet Union at the height of the Cold War, a loving father of two young daughters, the nephew-in-law of a Soviet official, a U.S. citizen who professed that the Kennedys were "interesting" people. 

And, just as intriguing as his life, was Oswald's death -- a cold execution by a petty hoodlum on live national television as millions watched, only two days after President Kennedy's assassination. The killer, Jack Ruby, claimed he was grief-stricken and wanted to spare Jacqueline Kennedy the agony of a trial. But had Ruby really been ordered to silence Oswald as part of a conspiracy? 

The Warren Commission said no. Appointed by President Johnson, it concluded in 1964 that Lee Harvey Oswald had acted alone in assassinating President Kennedy. Any number of conspiracy theorists disagree, however. What is surprising, though, is how often the figure of Lee Harvey Oswald emerges in many of these conspiracy theories. Some who cast suspicion on the CIA say Oswald was recruited as the hit man. Believers in a KGB link suggest that Oswald may have been trained to be a sort of Manchurian Candidate programmed killer, or that he was set up by the Soviets, or that he was a Soviet spy. Supporters of a mob theory bring up the organized crime connections of members of Oswald's family in New Orleans.
 For those who ascribe to a Cuban connection, there is the story of the man identifying himself as Oswald who visited the Cuban embassy in Mexico City to obtain a visa. On the flip side of the Cuba question, theorists have Oswald, who tried to infiltrate the anti-Castro movement, as either its patsy or its hit man, an agent of a plan to kill the president who had betrayed Cuban exiles at the Bay of Pigs. 

Perhaps most intriguing is the idea that there was not one Oswald, but two, that long before the shots in Dealey Plaza rang out, a secret organization -- maybe the CIA, maybe the KGB, maybe the FBI -- had recruited a look-alike to live a life parallel to Oswald's. Indeed, on various official records, ranging from Oswald's Marines examinations to his autopsy report, the suspect's height fluctuates from 5 feet 8 inches in 1956, 5 feet 11 inches in 1959 and 5 feet, 9 inches in 1963. Surely Oswald could have grown, but did he shrink? 

A simple possibility is that doctors or other officials measured Oswald wrong. But critics also point to photographs taken of Oswald while he lived in Minsk in the Soviet Union. They show a man with a thicker face, thicker hair and a broader chin than the "real" Oswald. In another picture, Oswald stands next to his wife, who was supposed to have been 5 foot, 3 inches tall. Yet Oswald appears to be only a little taller than she. Had the "real" Oswald, the one born in New Orleans and the one who died at 24 in Dallas, been recruited to go underground while another American, a skilled agent of intelligence, was sent to Moscow in his place? After all, despite his status as a defector, Oswald returned to the United States in 1962 with little ado. 

In another variation of the two-Oswalds theory, English author Michael Eddowes suggested in The Oswald File that Kennedy had been killed by a Soviet agent posing as Oswald. Yet when the body buried in Oswald's grave was exhumed in 1981, dental comparisons showed that the remains were those of the "historical" Oswald. 

Further complicating matters is that, in the days before the assassination, Oswald look-alikes popped up all over the Dallas area. One, who identified himself as Lee Oswald and said he was in the market for a used car, took a vehicle on a lively spin, the speeds of which reached 70 miles per hour. The only trouble was, Lee Harvey Oswald was at home -- and he didn't know how to drive. Some acquaintances even said he was too uncoordinated to do so. After all, this was a man so clumsy he had accidentally shot himself in the arm. 

There were also Oswald sightings at a barber's and in a furniture store and in a gun shop. A grocer said he cashed a $189 check -- a bigger one than Oswald was ever known to have had -- made out to "Harvey Oswald." On all these occasions, Oswald was known to have been somewhere else. Yet the witnesses said they were positive it had been him. Was someone setting up Oswald? 

Yet might not Oswald have been the lone killer? His behavior after the assassination is certainly curious: Seen 90 seconds after the assassination by a police officer and the building supervisor, Oswald appeared cool and collected. He left the building unhurriedly, by the farthest exit. He first boarded a bus heading back to the Texas School Book Depository, got off, then hailed a cab that he was prepared to yield to an elderly woman. Getting out of the cab a few blocks from his boarding house, he is there only a few minutes; while he is inside, a police car pulls up, honks its horn, then drives away. Forty minutes later, police arrest an angry and defiant Oswald in a theater. Had he gone there to hide, to meet someone, or simply because he wanted to watch War Is Hell, starring Van Heflin? 

In his 1993 book Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassination of JFK, Gerald Posner claims that Oswald was indeed Kennedy's assassin -- and one who acted alone. He says that understanding Oswald is the key to understanding what happened on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Posner portrays an Oswald who is a solitary, cold-blooded master of his emotions, a man "driven by his own twisted and impenetrable furies" who thirsted for attention and a place in history. A Dallas police officer described Oswald as "a man who enjoyed the situation immensely and was enjoying the publicity and everything that was coming his way." 

Dallas Detective Jim Leavell recalled: "I never saw him raise his voice, and he seemed to answer questions easily. He had a smile a lot of the time, kind of a smirk, really, sort of like he knew something you didn't." 

Posner also related this incident: After his arrest, Oswald was questioned about two plastic ID cards that had been in his billfold, one bearing the name Lee Harvey Oswald, the other Alek Hidell. "Which one are you?" a detective asked. With a smirk, Oswald coolly replied: "You figure it out." 

George de Mohrenschildt, a member of the tiny Russian community in Dallas, whom Posner described as Oswald 's only friend, said Oswald wanted people to be interested in him. De Mohrenschildt also called Oswald a "semi-educated hillbilly" whom no government "would be stupid enough to trust with anything important." 

During a 1993 visit to Houston, Posner described Oswald to the Chronicle: "This was not a man fixated on Kennedy or who had a personal dislike of Kennedy. He hates the system. He hates the Soviet system, and he hates the American system. . . . Kennedy is strictly a target of opportunity. "He realizes he has an opportunity to strike out, to throw a (wrench) in the machinery of the system. The Oswald I understand from my work could have been in a sixth-floor window shooting Nikita Khrushchev in Moscow." 

In his extensive Oswald's Tale, Norman Mailer doesn't seem sure whether Oswald did indeed kill the president, but he suggests he could have. Surely, he gives the young man who died before 20 million people more credit than others have: Correcting Oswald's writings of the atrocious spelling errors that Mailer says were the result of dyslexia, the writer reveals a man of intelligence. But perhaps never to be resolved is the question of whether more than one kind of intelligence was involved in the mystery of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Scenario #10: On the Grassy Knoll

Perhaps no two words are so instantly associated with the Kennedy assassination as "grassy knoll." 

This geographical description refers to the small hill next to the Texas School Book Depository. That area is where Dallas dress manufacturer Abraham Zapruder took his home movie of the assassination. That area is where many conspiracy theorists believe shots -- and probably the fatal one -- were fired at President Kennedy. 

It is a fact that just after the assassination, many members of the crowd a rushed up the hill in what they thought was the direction of the shots; witness Bill Newman, when asked by TV newsmen where the shots had come from, referred to "that little knoll back there." Less certain are allegations that strange men in cars with out-of-town license plates were seen in the vicinity. Jim Garrison, the New Orleans district attorney who brought the only court case in the assassination and who claimed he had solved the case, ended up alleging that 16 gunmen were on the grassy knoll. But Garrison was far from vindicated in court. 

The grassy knoll has even been linked to a grisly -- perhaps the most grisly -- Houston murder. In 1965, the dismembered bodies of Fred and Edwina Rogers were found in a refrigerator and freezer at their home at 1815 Driscoll in Houston. Their son, Charles, who was sought as a material witness, was never found, and the case remains "uncleared." 

In the 1992 book The Man on the Grassy Knoll, John R. Craig and Philip A. Rogers linked Charles Rogers to the grassy knoll on Nov. 22, 1963. They also identified him as an Oswald imposter who traveled to Mexico City the month before the assassination and who took a used car for a test spin in Dallas two weeks before the president's death. The authors claim sharpshooter Rogers and Charles Harrelson, later convicted in the slaying of federal judge John Wood (and the father of actor Woody Harrelson), fired simultaneously at Kennedy from behind a picket fence. Fleeing to a boxcar, they were arrested along with another man and detained for two hours. Among conspiracy theorists, they are the famous "three tramps" whose release -- with no written record remaining of their arrest -- provides even more fodder for speculation about a conspiracy in Kennedy's death. 

In 1992, however, Dallas researcher Mary La Fontaine searched the Dallas Police Department records and found the arrest records of three men who were indeed tramps. They were identified as Harold Doyle, Gus Abrams, and John Forrester Gedney. But authors Craig and Rogers raise doubts as to whether these three men were the only ones taken in after the president's killing. 

Whatever the case, the place the grassy knoll holds in the minds of anyone who remembers or investigates the Kennedy assassination is not about to dim soon. Visit Dallas, and you will find conspiracy buffs of all sorts hanging out there, expounding their theories, selling their leaflets and newspapers, pointing out the landmarks. You can even stand behind the picket fence and get a view of what a killer -- maybe the killer -- saw on Nov. 22, 1963. 

The grassy knoll is a place for thought.

