WWI Reading
President Wilson, 1914
The United States must be neutral in fact as well as in name....We must be impartial in thought as well as in action.
President Wilson's war message, April, 1917
The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against all mankind....Our motive will not be revenge or the victorious assertion of the physical might of the nation, but only the vindication of right, of human right, of which we are only a single champion....Armed neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable. Because submarines are in effect outlaws when used as the German submarines have been used against merchant shipping, it is impossible to defend ships against their attacks as the law of nations has assumed....
Our object...is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic power....We are glad...to fight...for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its peoples, the German peoples included: for the right of nations great and small and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way of life and of obedience. The world must be made safe for democracy....We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely 
make....
It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war....We shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts,--for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own Governments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those who know that the day has come when America is privileged to spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth and happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God helping her, she can do no other.
1. Compare President Wilson’s message of 1914 to that of 1917. Which of the following best describes how his position changed over time?
A. His position changed from pro-war to anti-war

B. His motive changed to revenge.

C. This position changed from neutrality to fighting for democracy.

D. His position is to keep America out of the war at all cost.
2. Which of the following is the best substitute for the word impartial?
A. opinionated
B. unbiased 
C. uncaring
D. superior
3. Which of the following probably had the biggest impact on President Wilson’s decision to go to war?

A. the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

B. the U.S. was part of the Triple Entente alliance (Allied Powers alliance)
C. the sinking of the Lusitania and the loss of other American lives by German submarines

D. the Zimmerman telegram
