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Doc. 1


Hull-House, Chicago's first social settlement was not only the private home of Jane Addams and other Hull-House residents, but also a place where immigrants of diverse communities gathered to learn, to eat, to debate, and to acquire the tools necessary to put down roots in their new country.


-Hull House Museum online





Doc. 2


When Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr first opened Hull-House in 1889, they had very modest goals. They imagined a place to offer art and literary education to their less fortunate neighbors. The role of Hull-House, however, quickly grew beyond what either Gates or Addams could have imagined and continuously evolved to meet the needs of their neighbors. The residents of Hull-House, at the request of the surrounding community, began to offer practical classes that might help the new immigrants become more integrated into American society, such as English language, cooking, sewing and technical skills, and American government.


-Hull House Museum online








Doc. 4


The residents were the women and men who chose to live at Hull-House; they paid rent and contributed to the activities and services that the Settlement was committed to providing to their neighbors. These services included, but were not limited to, a nursery and a kindergarten, a public kitchen, and access to public baths and a playground. Hull-House became not only a cultural center with music, art, and theater offerings, but also a safe haven and a place where the immigrants living on Chicago's Near West Side could find companionship and support and the assistance they needed for coping with the modern city.


-Hull House Museum online








Doc. 10
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Children practicing language at a settlement house in Manhattan


-www.hullhouse.org





Doc.  8
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     Children paint at the Hull-House


-www.hullhouse.org











Doc. 3


Underlying all those services was a philosophy of upward mobility, a struggle to help each immigrant group become part of the mainstream and the “American dream.”


-www.socialworker.org





Doc. 5


Although settlement houses failed to eliminate the worst aspects of poverty among new immigrants, they provided some measure of relief and hope to their neighborhoods. Nonetheless, historians have found that settlement house workers held a very condescending attitude toward immigrant populations, one that dismissed native cultures and sought to impose decidedly white middle-class values. 


-www.socialworker.org








Doc. 6


A major purpose of settlement houses was to help to assimilate and ease the transition of immigrants into the labor force by teaching them middle-class American values. In Chicago, for instance, Hull-House helped to educate immigrants by providing classes in history, art, and language. Hull-House also provided social services to reduce the effects of poverty, including a daycare center, homeless shelter, public kitchen, and public baths.


-Harvard University Library





Doc. 9


The Hull-House group took a special opposition to immigrant languages which were strongly defended by immigrant leaders in Chicago as a source of cultural and religious heritage. Immigrant languages were thought by the Hull-House group to impede children’s acquisition of Anglo-American ideas and of English.


-Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning








Doc. 7


In great cities, where foreign colonies are planted and foreign customs are perpetuated…the houses must step in to wrest not only the child, but the whole family, from traditions which enslave the mind and furnish some of the most stubborn obstacles to a proper assimilation and Americanization of the alien”-Julia Richman


-Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning





The Settlement House Movement: Accommodation or Assimilation?


Use the following documents as evidence to whether the settlement houses of the Progressive Era were more about helping immigrants adjust to life in America or forcing them to abandon their culture and become more ‘American.”








