WORLD HISTORY
Pericles Reading

The following edited excerpt comes from Athens greatest Statesmen, Pericles. It is a speech meant to honor the soldiers that died during Athens most recent military expedition.

Our government does not copy our neighbors', but is an example to them. It is true that we are called a democracy, for the administration is in the hands of the many and not of the few. While there exists equal justice to all, the claim of excellence is also recognized; when a citizen is in any way distinguished, he is preferred to the public service, not as a matter of privilege, but as the reward of merit; poverty is no obstacle to public honor. A man may benefit his country whatever the obscurity of his condition. There is no exclusiveness in our public life, and in our private business we are not suspicious of one another, nor angry with our neighbor if he does what he likes. And we have not forgotten to provide for our weary spirits many relaxations from toil; we have regular games and sacrifices throughout the year. 

Our military training is in many respects superior to that of our adversaries. We rely not upon management or trickery, but upon our own hearts and hands. And in the matter of education, whereas the Spartans from early youth are always undergoing laborious exercises which are to make them brave, we live at ease, and yet are equally ready to face the perils which they face. Yet, we have seldom any difficulty in overcoming them. If then we prefer to meet danger with a light heart but without laborious training, and with a courage which is gained by habit and not enforced by law, are we not greatly the better for it? We can be as brave as those who never allow themselves to rest; thus our city is equally admirable in peace and in war. For we have a peculiar power of thinking before we act, and of acting, too, whereas other men are courageous from ignorance but hesitate upon reflection. And they are surely to be esteemed the bravest spirits who, having the clearest sense both of the pains and pleasures of life, do not on that account shrink from danger. 

To sum up: Athens alone among her contemporaries is superior to the report of her. And we shall assuredly not be without witnesses; there are mighty monuments of our power which will make us the wonder of this and of succeeding ages; we shall not need the praises of Homer whose poetry may please for the moment, although his representation of the facts will not bear the light of day. For we have compelled every land and every sea to open a path for our valor, and have everywhere planted eternal memorials of our friendship and of our enmity. Such is the city for whose sake these men nobly fought and died; they could not bear the thought that she might be taken from them; and every one of us who survive should gladly toil on her behalf.

I have dwelt upon the greatness of Athens because I want to show you that we are contending for a higher prize than those who enjoy none of these privileges, and to establish by manifest proof the merit of these men whom I am now commemorating. Their loftiest praise has been already spoken. For in magnifying the city I have magnified them, and men like them whose virtues made her glorious. I believe that a death such as theirs has been the true measure of a man's worth. For even those who come short in other ways may justly plead the valor with which they have fought for their country; they have blotted out the evil with the good, and have benefited the state more by their public services than they have injured her by their private actions. None of these men hesitated to resign the pleasures of life; none of them put off the evil day in the hope, natural to poverty, that a man, though poor, may one day become rich. But, deeming that by punishment of their enemies, they could fall in no nobler cause, they determined at the hazard of their lives to be honorably avenged. For where the rewards of virtue are greatest, there the noblest citizens are enlisted in the service of the state. 

1 "Hellenes" is another word for "Greeks."
Answer the following questions based on the above primary source document:
1. Which of the following does Pericles think is the strongest reason Athens is different than other Greek city-states?

a. Athens is a Republic and others are Democracies

b. Athenian are not “copy-cats”.

c. The most qualified are preferred for public service

d. They play many games

2. The behavior of a neighbor, according to the text, is an example of 

a. public life

b. private life

c. public service

d. a claim to excellence

3. According to the text, what is the relationship between “justice” and “excellence”?

a. Justice is more important than excellence

b. Justice is limited to the excellent

c. Excellence is rewarded to the just

d. Everyone gets justice, but excellence is specially recognized.

4. Why does Pericles consider Athens military training better than others?

a. They have better management and trickery

b. They employ better military training from childhood

c. They emphasize more and better exercise

d. They encourage thinking before acting

5. How does Pericles suggest veterans that die in battle will achieve immortality?

a. They will be remembered by their families

b. Great poems, such as Homer’s will be written about them

c. Statues will be created in their honor in Athens

d. Eternal memorials will be placed throughout Athens empire in their honor.
6. Which answer best summarizes Pericles’ belief about public service to Athens?

a. Only the wealthy have the time to donate to public service

b. It is the duty of every Athenian, man and women to become a public servant and give back to their homeland.

c. That all men, rich or poor may distinguish themselves through public service

d. Public servitude is the exclusive right of the Nobility of Athens.

7. According to Pericles, Homer’s poetry “will not bear the light of day.”  What does he mean by this?

a. Homer was blind and could not see the suns light

b. Homer wrote about the dark side (evil) of mankind

c. Homer’s made up stories about Athenian greatness were not as spectacular as the truth about Athenian greatness.

d. Homer’s poems were not historically accurate, so they would not stand up to scrutiny.

8. Pericles says that the men of Athens are willing to fight and die in order to

a. Keep Athens free and in control of Athenians

b. Prove themselves to be brave men

c. Glorify Greece

d. Expand the empire and the glory of Athens

9. In general, Pericles believes that 

a. The good of the state (Athens) outweighs the good of the individual

b. Public service is the obligation of all Athenians, regardless of their social standing.

c. Democracy elevates Athens above all other city/states

d. All of the above.

10. What does Pericles mean when he says “Athens alone among her contemporaries is superior to the report of her”? 

a. Athens is a great place to live.

b. Sparta can’t defeat Athens

c. Athens is even greater then people say she is.

d. Athens will defeat any city/state that wars against her.

