[image: image1.jpg]MACV

MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM




[image: image2.jpg]



	Pocket Card, "Nine Rules"
 

	Rules:
	The Vietnamese have paid a heavy price in suffering for their long fight against the communists. We military men are in Vietnam now because their government has asked us to help its soldiers and people in winning their struggle. The Viet Cong will attempt to turn the Vietnamese people against you. You can defeat them at every turn by the strength, understanding, and generosity you display with the people. Here are nine simple rules:

	1.)
	Remember we are guests here: We make no demands and seek no special treatment.

	2.)
	Join with the people! Understand their life, use phrases from their language and honor their customs and laws.

	3.)
	Treat women with politeness and respect.

	4.)
	Make personal friends among the soldiers and common people.

	5.)
	Always give the Vietnamese the right of way.

	6.)
	Be alert to security and ready to react with your military skill.

	7.)
	Don’t attract attention by loud, rude or unusual behavior.

	8.)
	Avoid separating yourself from the people by a display of wealth or privilege.

	9.)
	Above all else you are members of the U.S. Military Forces on a difficult mission, responsible for all your official and personal actions. Reflect honor upon yourself and the United States of America.  

 

	DISTRIBUTION -- one to each member of the United States Armed Forces in Vietnam (September 1967).  

	THE ENEMY IN YOUR HANDS
 

	1.)
	Handle him firmly, promptly, but humanely.  

The captive must be disarmed, searched, secured and watched. But he must also be treated at all times as a human being. He must not be tortured, killed, mutilated, or degraded, even if he refuses to talk. If the captive is a woman, treat her with all respect due her sex.

	2.)
	Take the captive quickly to security.  

As soon as possible evacuate the captive to a place of safety and interrogation designated by your commander. Military documents taken from the captive are also sent to the interrogators, but the captive will keep his personal equipment except weapons.

	3.)
	Mistreatment of any captive is a criminal offense. Every soldier is personally responsible for the enemy in his hands.  

It is both dishonorable and foolish to mistreat a captive. It is also a punishable offense. Not even a beaten enemy will surrender if he knows his captors will torture or kill him. He will resist and make his capture more costly. Fair treatment of captives encourages the enemy to surrender.

	4.)
	Treat the sick and wounded captive as best you can.  

The captive saved may be an intelligence source. In any case he is a human being and must be treated like one. The soldier who ignores the sick and wounded degrades his uniform.

	5.)
	All persons in your hands, whether suspects, civilians, or combat captives, must be protected against violence, insults, curiosity, and reprisals of any kind.  

Leave punishment to the courts and judges. The soldier shows his strength by his fairness and humanity to the persons in his hands.

	(September 1967)/Military Assistant Command, Vietnam
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	MACV Pocket Card,
"Guidance for Commanders in Vietnam"
 

	1.)
	Make the welfare of your men your primary concern with special attention to mess, mail, and medical care.

	2.)
	Give priority emphasis to matters of intelligence, counter-intelligence, and timely and accurate reporting.

	3.)
	Gear your command for sustained operations: keep constant pressure on the enemy.

	4.)
	React rapidly with all force available to opportunities to destroy the enemy; disrupt enemy bases, capturing or destroying his supply caches.

	5.)
	Open up methodically and use roads, waterways, and the railroad; be alert and prepared to ambush the ambusher.

	6.)
	Harass enemy lines of communication by raids and ambushes.

	7.)
	Use your firepower with care and discrimination, particularly in populated areas.

	8.)
	Capitalize on psywar opportunities.

	9.)
	Assist in "revolutionary development" with emphasis on priority areas and on civic action wherever feasible.

	10.)
	Encourage and help Vietnamese military and paramilitary units; involve them in your operations at every opportunity.

	11.)
	Be smarter and more skillful than the enemy; stimulate professionalism, alertness and tactical ingenuity; seize every opportunity to enhance training of men and units.

	12.)
	Keep your officers and men well informed, aware of the nine rule for personnel of MACV, and mindful of the techniques of communist insurgency and the role of free world forces in Vietnam.

	13.)
	Maintain an alert "open door" policy on complaints and sensitivity to detection and correction of malpractice.

	14.)
	Recognize bravery and outstanding work.

	15.)
	Inspect frequently units two echelons below your level in insure compliance with the foregoing


By 1968, at the time of the My Lai incident, Colonel Henderson had been in the army for over 25 years and had his eye set on becoming a general.  However, prior to being put in charge of the 11th Battalion, Henderson had not been involved in any active combat.  My Lai was his first actual combat operation.  His new position had put him in charge of four infantry battalions and 3,500 men. 

My Lai was supposedly where the 48th VC Battalion had its headquarters.  Early in the day before the attack, Henderson had gathered his officers together for a pep talk.  “When we get through with that 48th battalion they won’t be giving us any more trouble.  We’re going to do them in once and for all.”  Henderson also encouraged his men to be more aggressive, as he believed that the large discrepancies between body counts reported and weapons recovered numbers was due to the fact that as the enemy retreated, they took the weapons off the dead VC before the Americans could get to the bodies.  So if his men would be more aggressive, the weapons recovered would be more proportional to the body counts.

It is generally believed that while the incident at My Lai was going on, Henderson was in a Charlie Company command and control helicopter over the area.  Henderson claimed in his testimony, however, that while over My Lai, he only saw six or eight bodies, although others who were in the same helicopter claimed to have seen thirty to forty.  Henderson was back at his headquarters by 9:00 the morning of the incident, and so was aware that despite the high body counts that were coming over the radios, there were none of the usual sounds of a battle coming over the radios. 


Paul Meadlo was a young farm boy whose life was drastically changed because he failed to question orders. Meadlo admitted to shooting his rifle into groups of people, including the group of people in a ditch, when ordered to so by William Calley.  
Trial testimony

He (Calley) said, "How come they're not dead?" I said, I didn't know we were supposed to kill them." He said, I want them 
dead." He backed off twenty or thirty feet and started shooting into the people -- the Viet Cong -- shooting automatic. He was 
beside me. He burned four or five magazines. I burned off a few, about three. I helped shoot ‘em. 
Q: What were the people doing after you shot them? 
A: They were lying down. 
Q: Why were they lying down? 
A: They was mortally wounded. 
Q: How were you feeling at that time? 
A: I was mortally upset, scared, because of the briefing we had the day before. 
Q: Were you crying? 
A: I imagine I was.... 

Daniel then asked Meadlo about the massacre at the eastern drainage ditch, and in the same almost emotionless voice, Meadlo recounted the story, telling the jury that Calley fired from 250 to 300 bullets into the ditch.  One exchange was remarkable: 

Q: What were the children in the ditch doing? 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Were the babies in their mother's arms? 
A: I guess so. 
Q: And the babies moved to attack? 
A: I expected at any moment they were about to make a counterbalance. 
Q: Had they made any move to attack? 
A: No. 

Lt. William Calley, Witness for the Defense
Direct examination by George Latimer: 
Q: Now, I will ask you if during these periods of instruction and training, you were instructed by anybody in connection with the Geneva Conference? 

A: Yes, sir, I was. 

Q: And what was it -- do you have a recollection, what was the extent and nature of that tutoring? 

A: I know there were classes. I can't remember any of the classes. Nothing stands out in my mind what was covered in the classes, sir. 

Q: Did you learn anything in those classes of what actually the Geneva Convention covered as far as rules and regulations of warfare are concerned? 

A: No, sir. Laws and rules of warfare, sir. 

Q: Did you receive any training in any of those places which had to do with obedience to orders? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: What were the nature of the -- what were you informed was the principles involved in that field? 

A: That all orders were to be assumed legal, that the soldier's job was to carry out any order given him to the best of his ability. 

Q: Did you tell your doctor or inform him anything about what might occur if you disobeyed an order by a senior officer? 

A: You could be court-martialed for refusing an order and refusing an order in the face of the enemy, you could be sent to death, sir. 

Q: Well, let me ask you this: what I am talking and asking is whether or not you were given any instructions on the necessity for -- or whether you were required in any way, shape or form to make a determination of the legality or illegality of an order? 

A: No, sir. I was never told that I had the choice, sir. 

Q: If you had a doubt about the order, what were you supposed to do? 

A: If I had -- questioned an order, I was supposed to carry the order out and then come back and make my complaint. later 

Q: Now, during the course of your movement through the village, had you seen any Vietnamese dead, or dead bodies? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And how would you classify it as to whether it was a few, many, how would you -- what descriptive phrase would you use for your own impression? 

A: Many. 

Q: Now, did you see some live Vietnamese while you were going through the village? 

A: I saw two, sir. 

Q: All right. Now, tell us, was there an incident concerning those two? 

A: Yes, sir. I shot and killed both of them. 

Q: Under what circumstances? 

A: There was a large concrete house and I kind of stepped up on the porch and looked in the window. There was about six to eight individuals laying on the floor, apparently dead. And one man was going for the window. I shot him. There was another man standing in a fireplace. He looked like he had just come out of the fireplace, or out of the chimney. And I shot him, sir. He was in a bright green uniform.... 
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