KENT STATE DOCUMENTS


	
	Point of view: According to the document, were the shootings justified or unjustified? What evidence does the document provide?
	Reliability: Is the document reliable or unreliable? Explain why.
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After analyzing the accounts of the Kent State shootings, write a thesis statement that answers this question: Were the Kent State shootings justified or unjustified? 

· Take a position

· Fully address the question

· Include 3 subtopics
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Document #1 PERSONAL ACCOUNT BY NATIONAL GUARDSMAN

Larry Shafer

Mr. Shafer was a Guardsman at Kent State in May, 1970 and was one of the defendants in the trials that followed. Mr. Shafer is one of the few Guardsmen to speak openly about the incident. An interview with John Dunphy, of the Akron Beacon Journal on May 4, 1980, summed up Shafer's feeling about what happened at Kent State. 

Guardsman Ends 10-Year Silence on KSU

A former Ohio National Guardsman who shot and wounded a Kent State University student 10 years ago today says the general in charge of the troops did not have control of the situation. "If that general had had his head out of his ***, he never would have put us in that situation," Larry Shafer, the former Guardsman, said after a decade of silence. "The Kent State shootings could have been prevented with proper leadership. There was never any real need for the National Guard to be in Kent in May 1970." . . . "We were combat troops," Shafer said. "They were not sending us into a war zone." . . . 

"The way the whole thing was handled, the riot training we had prior to that, they just threw it out the window. All those officers and not a one of them seemed to remember what we were trained," Shafer said. "The whole thing was a farce."  As the retreating guardsmen reached the crest of a hill, they turned and fired into the demonstrators.  Shafer said he recalls hearing a single shot, then turned around to face the students. He said the guardsman on his right fired once into the air, so he fired once into the air.  Shafer said his rifle jammed and he had to eject the casing manually. When he finished that, he said, he noticed a demonstrator coming at him with his hand raised in an obscene gesture and his other hand behind his back.  "I felt I was in immediate danger, not knowing whether he had a weapon or a rock," Shafer said. "I felt my life was in danger."  Shafer fired another shot that ripped through the abdomen of Joseph Lewis, then an 18-year-old student from Massillon. Lewis now lives in Oregon.  Shafer said there was a sudden surge of rock-throwing, screaming demonstrators just before the shooting. . . . Shafer said there was no conspiracy or prior agreement among the guardsmen to fire into the crowd of demonstrators. . . . 

Asked if other guardsmen shared his critical view of the guard leadership, he said that "the majority of the people on the hill" would agree with him.  Shafer said he wanted to get back "to leading a normal life" with his wife and three children.  "There were no winners and no losers that day and there hasn't been since," Shafer said.  "After 10 years, I hope everybody will let this thing die and bury it." 

Document #2: FBI REPORT (excerpts)

"...some of the students...then returned to within range of the Guard and began to pelt them with objects..."

"...four Guardsmen claim they were hit with rocks at this time..."

"...some rocks were thrown back at the students by the Guard."

"...the few moments immediately prior to the shootings are shrouded in confusion and highly conflicting statements. Many Guardsmen claim that they felt their lives were in danger from the students for a variety of reasons...because they were 'surrounded'...because a sniper fired at them...stones...the students 'advanced upon them in a threatening manner'..."

"...we [the FBI] have some reason to believe that the claim by the National Guard that their lives were endangered by the students was fabricated subsequent to the event..."

"...available photographs indicate that the nearest student was 60 feet away" [at time of shootings].

"...no verbal warning was given to the students immediately prior to the time the Guardsmen fired."

"...only one Guardsman, Lawrence Shafer, was injured on May 4, 1970, seriously enough to require any kind of medical treatment. He admits his injury was received some 10 to 15 minutes before the fatal volley was fired."

"...a minimum of 54 shots were fired by a minimum of 29 of the 78 members of the National Guard at Taylor Hall in the space of approximately 13 seconds."

"...in all, only two [student victims] were shot from the front. Seven students were shot from the side and four were shot from the rear."


PERSONAL ACCOUNTS BY EYEWITNESSES
Doc. # 3: This anonymous oral history is given by a man who was an undergraduate student at Kent State University in 1970.
. . . And one of the guys didn't turn around and just trained his gun on me. And I just stood there looking at that guy. And he just stood there looking at me. Although I guess you can't see them with those masks on anyhow. Those gas masks make them look like ... Well anyway, O.K., so I could see what was happening. They were shooting at where my friends were supposed to be. And so I stood there until that guy took his gun off of me. And then they kind of looked like they were starting to mill around just a bit. And so I went running down to the Commons yelling, "They're shooting! They're shooting at us!"

Doc. #4: Carol Mirman was a senior majoring in Fine Arts at Kent State University in 1970

But the one rock that I did see bounced off of a Guardsman's helmet. And we're talkin' like a long way away. These guys were way down in the field. . . . . I thought they would shoot tear gas. But they didn't. And they -- the next thing I knew from where I was -- there weren't that many of us in the parking lot -- the Guard was not surrounded at that point. There's pictures to show it. Lots of lies about that. Now that's not to deny that those people, those Guardsman that were down there didn't feel surrounded, didn't feel threatened, weren't tired, weren't in all kinds of circumstances, but the reality, the physical reality was not that. 

Doc. #5: Michael Erwin was an undergraduate student at Kent State University in 1970

There were probably 15, 20 people who were running up to this fence and throwing rocks over it, and that's when they kneeled down and they first pointed their rifles at the crowd. Then they stood there for a few minutes. Again, I don't know how accurate the rock throwers were, but there were a lot of people on the parking lot itself and I was near the rear of the parking lot. . . . . And they got to the top of the hill and turned, they all wheeled as a unit and started shooting at the same time. And I thought, they gotta be blanks. They can't be firing live ammunition. I guess that's the conceited view. And I was convinced of that until the last second or two of the firing. I saw dust kick up just in front of me to one side -- blanks don't do that.























