Johnson’s Great Society Programs
Johnson was inaugurated November 22, 1963 after the death of John Kennedy. Five days later in an address to Congress, Johnson vowed, “to continue the thrust of America that [Kennedy] began…into effective action.”

Kennedy had proposed antipoverty programs, tax cuts, and civil rights legislation in the middle of his term but they were left unrealized at his death. Johnson used Kennedy’s name, along with skills he acquired as former Senate Majority Leader to push this legislation through Congress. He called these initiatives the “Great Society.” 

Johnson knew how to get a bill passed. He had been remarkably focused and single-minded as a Senator. He thoroughly studied both the legislation and the congressmen whose votes he needed. Then he used what came to be called the “Johnson Treatment,” during which he would make promises, cajole, threaten, and invade the personal space of an individual he wished to influence. It worked. 

These are six of the most significant programs and bills:

Civil Rights Act of 1964



Economic Opportunity Act of 1964


Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
Medicare Act of 1965


Immigration Act of 1965



Voting Rights Act of 1965

Instructions:
Each pair will be assigned one law and given a reading. Please answer each of the following questions on butcher paper by the end of class. Your classmates will be using your poster to learn about each act.
1) What problem did the law address? 
2) Whom was it intended to help? 
3) Did the law hurt anyone? Whom? 
4) How successful was the law in achieving its goals? 
5) In your opinion, did the law make American society better or worse? Explain.
6) How did the law succeed, or why did it fail? 
7) Is the law still in effect? Why or why not? 
8) If Lyndon Johnson were president today, would he be pressing for exactly the same law? Or would he take a different position on the topic, and if so, what position?

