Treatment of the “Enemy”
You are an investigator looking back at the treatment of the “enemy” in America during WWII. Use the documents to answer the following questions.
Document 1: Memorandum from F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover, 1941
1. What does the memo instruct SACs to do to German and Italian aliens?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What group of Italians and Germans were excluded from these orders?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2: Memorandum from Chief Supervisor of Border Patrol, 1941

1. Which group had the most arrests without a warrant?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Notice the date of the memo. What impact did timing have on the answer above?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3: Excerpt from New York Times Magazine, 1940

1. According to Stout, what role does ‘hate’ play in winning the war?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 4: Political Cartoon by Dr. Seuss, 1942
1. How are the Japanese Americans portrayed in the cartoon?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does this cartoon say about the threat of Japanese Americans during the war?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 5: Political Cartoon by Dr. Seuss, 1941
1. Why did Dr. Seuss use a jack-in-the-box to portray the ‘threat’ of the Japanese in America? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why does Seuss spell “very” “velly?”

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 6: Commentary on Dr. Seuss, 1996

1. According to the author, what is ironic about Dr. Seuss’ depiction of the Japanese?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 7: Popular Song by Carson Robinson, 1942
1. List at least three specific racist references made in the song.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 8: Excerpt from "An Apology to Japanese Americans" from Time Magazine (date unknown)
1. In your opinion, why did many Americans believe these rumors?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 9: Excerpt from “Racism and the Atomic Bomb” by Major Myron L. Hampton, USMC (1990)
1. How AND why were Germans and Italians treated/viewed differently that the Japanese?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 10: Instructions for internment issues by General John L. DeWitt, 1942
1. Have you ever been separated from others based on your race, religion, gender, etc? How did you feel?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 11: Pictures from internment camps, 1942
1. Describe the pictures of the Japanese Internment camps. Speculate (make a guess) as to how life would be in the camps.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Given all the evidence from the documents, why were Japanese Americans forced to relocate to these camps?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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