Hispanic Civil Rights Movement Scenarios
D. The Supreme Court overturned idea of 'separate but equal' in the historic 1954 case Brown v. Board of Education. School boards were directed that setting up separate public schools for black and white children was unconstitutional. Your Latino family hopes to send your children to a public school in Texas. Do you think your children will attend a similarly integrated school?

B. Your culture is Mexican but your children are American-born and you live in southern California. Imagine that it is 1931. The fall semester is beginning and your children are returning to the public school in your city. When you drop the children off, you are told to take them to a smaller school in another location. Should you refuse to go? Why can the school board send your children to another school?

C. Your Spanish-speaking children have moved with you from Puerto Rico to your new home in New York City. Your son and daughter are excited about beginning kindergarten and second grade in this new place. On the first day of school the children return home in tears because they didn't understand anything said in any of the classrooms because everyone spoke English all the time. You were told that teaching in the Spanish language was not required in public schools. Do you think this is a good idea? What is the school's responsibility?

A. You are the lawyer for a young Mexican-American man in Texas who has been legally convicted of murder by a jury who listened to all the evidence. According to the Constitution, a jury must be “fair and impartial” - in other words, a jury should be composed of peers of the accused. As the trial begins, you tell your client that no one in the jury is Mexican-American, and in fact, every jury member is "Anglo." Do you think your client was able to receive a fair and impartial trial?

