Government
Ms. Daniel, Fall 2013
Voicemail: 487-3547 ext.233








Room: 33


Email: LDaniel@pvsd50.org






 

Planning period: 4 

Class website: http://Ldanielpv.weebly.com/
Course Objective:  Throughout this semester you will be challenged to understand how the United States’ government functions. We will study topics such as the democratic process, constitutional principles, state and federal government, citizen impact, branches of government and the importance of civic duty. There will also be a large focus on current events. It is important to understand that this is class is not about politics. While we will touch on various political perspectives, it is not a class to debate personal preferences. All students will learn about how our government functions, opposing viewpoints, and reasons behind laws and policies. This class is closely aligned with state standards and is intellectually demanding, but if you work hard and to the best of your ability, you will be fine. Please read the following guidelines to ensure the best possible learning environment for you and your classmates.

Class Policies:  You are mature young adults and thus you will be expected to act accordingly:

· Class participation is encouraged and required

· Respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher and school property

· Be engaged, curious and confident

Tardiness/Unexcused Absences: Class begins with a warm-up and ends with the bell. Three tardies (and each tardy after three) will require one lunch detention. If you have an issue, please talk to me. 

Excused Absences: If you have an excused absence, you have 2 days for every day you are absent to make up the work. It is your responsibility to get make-up work. The best time to do this is after school, during lunch, or while doing individual work. Do not ask about make-up work right when class is starting!
Late Work Policy: The due dates for projects, essays, binder checks, etc. are firm. For example, if you have a week to complete a project and are absent the day before it is due, you still need to hand it in when you return. If you have a legitimate issue, talk to me and we can work something out. If you know in advance that you will be absent, let me know before you leave so we can set up an alternate due date. Do not put things off until the last minute. Assignments will be accepted until 4:30pm on the due date. After that, you will receive 50% of the grade you earned.
Binder: You will need a binder (1.5”) with 2 dividers and notebook paper. Throughout the semester, all of your work will be organized chronologically in this binder into 2 sections: warm-ups and assignments. Your notebook will be kept in the classroom and graded every 2-3 weeks (I will always let you know in advance). Your binder will make up a portion of your quarter grade. Assignments that do not have a date and title and are not organized will be returned without a grade. See me if you have any questions.

Cell Phones/Electronics: All electronics should be off your desk at all times, unless you are given permission to use your phone or tablet for a school-related purpose. Cell phones must be silenced in class. The first time you are caught with a phone, you will receive a warning. The second time, it will be confiscated by the teacher and can be reclaimed after school. The third time, the phone will need to be reclaimed from the principal. 
Grading: 
Assignments:   Assignments allow you to practice mastering learning objectives. Your binder will make up the majority of this grade.
Assessments:  Assessments (tests, projects, essays, and presentations) allow you to demonstrate your mastery of the learning objectives.  This is where you prove what you have learned.

Grades:  A detailed explanation of grading is on the back of this sheet. Grades will reflect the school’s grading scale, which is as follows:


A: 90-100
B: 80-89
C: 70-79
D: 65-69 
F: 64 and below

Cheating: Cheating is never tolerated. Any cheating, including but not limited to copying, plagiarizing, and giving assignments to other students, will result in a zero for all parties involved and will be written up as a referral. If you are struggling with this class, your best option is to visit me so we can make a plan for success. 

Your ideas, comments, suggestions, questions etc. are welcome. Please contact me at anytime via the information at the top of this sheet. Thanks, I look forward to a great semester!

Ms. Daniel
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	GRADING RUBRIC

	

	
	Content
	Skills

	A
	Student has a complete and detailed understanding of the information pertinent to the topic.
	Student can perform the skills important to the topic with fluency and no significant errors.

	B
	Student has a complete understanding of the information important to the topic but not in great detail.
	Student can perform the skills important to the topic with only minor errors.

	C
	Student has an incomplete understanding of the topic and/or misconceptions about some of the information.  However, the student maintains a basic understanding of the topic.
	Student makes some significant errors when performing activities but still accomplishes a rough approximation of skills.

	D
	Student’s understanding of the topic is so incomplete or has so many misconceptions that he or she cannot be said to understand the topic.
	Student makes so many errors in performing the skill or process important to the topic that he or she cannot actually perform the skill.

	F
	Student clearly does not understand any aspect of the topic.
	Student shows no mastery whatsoever of the skills needed.


Please take this sheet home, go over it with your parents/guardians and have them sign it by tomorrow. This should be kept in your binder all year.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read Ms. Daniel’s classroom policies and acknowledge the included information.

Parent/Guardian__________________

Student____________________

Date___________________________

Date______________________

