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Lesson 2
Student Handout 2.4—Documents from Egypt, 2

Document A: An Egyptian Father Wants His Son To Be A Scribe, About 2000 BCE

On his way to put him into the Writing School among the children of officials, he said to his son:
I have seen how the laboring man is burdened. You should set your heart on pursuing writing
instead. The scribe’s place is in the Residence City, and he shall not be poor in it. Men greet him
respectfully, and he is not clothed in the workman’s apron.

If you leave the school after midday is announced, and go rollicking in the street, it is not for
you. If three loaves should satisfy you, and two measures of beer, but there is still no limit to
your belly, fight against it.

I have set you on the way of god. The scribe reaches the halls of the magistrates. No scribe lacks
food, being fed from the property of the King’s House—life, prosperity, health!

Document B: Negative Confession By the Deceased In the Underworld, Afterlife Depending On
Its Truth, From The Book Of The Dead (About 1500 BCE)

Hail to you, O great god, judge of the dead! I know your name, and that of the forty-two gods
with you who punish evildoers on the day of reckoning. Lord of Justice is your name. T have
come to you; I have brought you justice; I have expelled deceit for you.

I have not committed cvil against men.

I have not mistreated cattle.

I have not blasphemed a god.

I have not defamed a slave to his superior.

T have not made anyone weep.

T have not killed.

T have given no order to a killer.

1 have not added to the weight of the balance.
I have not built a dam against running water.
1 am pure! I am purc! I am pure!

I have not stolen. .

I have not been greedy or envious.

1 have not told lies.

T have not practiced usury.

I have not gossiped.

I have not committed adultery.

I have not been quarrelsome.

T have not been abusive.
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May you rescuc me from the devourer of the condemned dead! I have come to you without sin,
without guilt, without evil, without a witness against me, without one against whom I have taken
action. I have come here to testify to justice, and to bring the scales in which my character is
weighed against the feather of truth into perfect balance.

Source: James B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts. 3d ed. (Princeton, NI: Princeton UP, 1969), 432-434 34-
36. Some language has been simplificd by Anoe Chapman.
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