World History

Name_______________________________________  Period _______________


GREEK SOCIETY

DOCUMENT 1: The Way it Was, Spielvogel, Glencoe’s World History, National Geographic, p. 118

In Sparta, boys were trained to be soldiers. At birth, each child was examined by state officials, who decided whether the child was fit to live. Those who were judged unfit were left on a mountainside to die. After they were twelve years old, they were no longer allowed to wear any undergarments, and they had one coat to serve them a year. Their bodies were hard and dry, with but little acquaintance of baths; these human indulgences were allowed only on some few particular days in the year. They lodged together in little bands upon beds made of the rushes which grew by the banks of the river Eurotas, which they were to break off with their knife.

DOCUMENT 2: The Way it Was, Spielvogel, Glencoe’s World History, National Geographic, p. 119

Well-to-do Athenians raised their children very differently. Athenian children were nurtured by their mothers until the age of seven. At seven, a boy of the upper class was turned over to a male servant to accompany him to school and teach him good manners. He could punish the child with a birch rod to impose discipline. The purpose of an education was to create a well-rounded person. The boy had three teachers. One taught him reading, writing, and arithmetic; another taught physical education to achieve a sound mind and body; a third taught him music.

GREEK POLITICS

DOCUMENT 3: Tyranny in the City-States, Spielvogel, Glencoe’s World History, National Geographic, p. 119

The Spartan government was an oligarchy headed by two kings, who led the Spartan army on its campaigns. A council of elders, composed of the two kings and 28 citizens over the4 age of 60, decided on the issues that would be presented to an assembly made up of male citizens.

To make their military state secure, the Spartans turned their backs on the outside world. Foreigners, who might have brought in new ideas, were discouraged from visiting. Except for military reasons, Spartans were not allowed to travel abroad, where they might encounter ideas dangerous to the stability of the state.

DOCUMENT 4: Tyranny in the City-States, Spielvogel, Glencoe’s World History, National Geographic, p. 119
The Athenian democratic government cannot truthfully be called a democracy since there were several flaws in the system. Only ten percent of the total population of Athens actually had voting rights, resulting in limited democracy. The citizens who could vote were upper-class men over thirty years old.  The Assembly acted as the legislature, and was made up of five hundred eligible citizen men. During a meeting of the Assembly, a policy could be adopted and formed into a law.

DOCUMENT 5: 

The History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides, R. Warner, trans., 1954

The Peloponnesian War not only lasted for a long time, but throughout its course brought with it unprecedented suffering for Greece. Never before had so many cities been captured and then devastated, whether by foreign armies or by the Greek powers themselves; never had there been so many exiles; never such loss of life—both in the actual warfare and in internal revolutions.”

Miriam-Webster Online Dictionary
Democracy–1 a : government by the people; especially : rule of the majority b : a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free elections

Tyrant--1 : oppressive power <every form of tyranny over the mind of man — Thomas Jefferson>; especially : oppressive power exerted by government <the tyranny of a police state>
2 : a government in which absolute power is vested in a single ruler; especially : one characteristic of an ancient Greek city-state 

