1. Louis Armstrong (1901-1971)
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Armstrong defined what it was to play Jazz. His amazing technical abilities, the joy and spontaneity, and amazingly quick, inventive musical mind still dominate Jazz to this day. Like almost all early Jazz musicians, Louis was from New Orleans. He was from a very poor family and was sent to reform school when he was twelve after firing a gun in the air on New Year's Eve. At the school he learned to play cornet. (James Carroll University)
· What was Armstrong’s contribution to jazz?

· Where were most jazz musicians originally from?

2. Duke Ellington (1899-1974)
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Duke Ellington brought a level of style and sophistication to Jazz that it hadn't seen before. Although he was a gifted piano player, his orchestra was his principal instrument. He considered himself to be a composer and arranger, rather than just a musician. Radio broadcasts from clubs made Ellington famous across America and also gave him the financial security to assemble a top notch band that he could write music specifically for. (James Carroll University)
· What was Ellington’s contribution to music?

· How did he become famous?

3. W.E.B. Du Bois (1868- 1963)
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William Edward Burghardt Du Bois was a noted scholar, editor, and African American activist. Du Bois was a founding member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP -- the largest and oldest civil rights organization in America). Throughout his life, Du Bois fought discrimination and racism. He made significant contributions to debates about race, politics, and history in the United States in the first half of the 20th century. (Library of Congress)

· What organization did Du Bois found, and what was its purpose?
· What did Du Bois fight for?
4. Langston Hughes (1902-1967)


[image: image4.wmf]
"I knew only the people I had grown up with, and they weren't people whose shoes were always shined, who had been to Harvard, or who had heard Bach." – LH

Hughes was the first African American author to support himself through his writing; he produced more than sixty books. He earned critical attention for his portrayal of realistic black characters and he became one of the dominant voices speaking out on issues concerning black culture. (Perspectives in American Literature)

· What background did Hughes come from?
· How did Hughes earn attention?

5. Marcus Garvey (1887-1940)
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Garvey viewed blacks all over the world as “one nation, one destiny,” a phrase that will appear in conjunction with Garvey quite often. He called for the complete de-colonization of Africa and its unification as a single state, spiritual center, and home for all black people on the planet. Summarily, Garvey believed that Africa should have the same purpose as Israel does for the Jews, a refuge from slavery and exile. These ideas as whole are known as Garveyism. (John Carroll University)

· What does Garvey want for blacks?
· What is Garveyism?
6. William Johnson (1901-1970)
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William Johnson was born in 1901 in Florence, South Carolina. He grew up in poverty and like many of his generation had little education. A teacher who saw him drawing pictures in the dirt gave him some art supplies--pencils and paper. Painting in the Expressionist style, Johnson began to exhibit his work in the late 1920s. Like other Expressionists, his work was intense and emotional. However, Johnson's work did not receive the recognition and the public interest for which he had hoped. (University of South Carolina)
· Who helped Johnson start his artistic career?

· What did Johnson’s painting style represent?

7. Thomas Dorsey (1899-1993)
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“I had hope, faith, courage, aspiration and most of all determination to accomplish something in life… I resolved to make a life for myself” –Dorsey

Thomas Dorsey began to compose sacred tunes that combined the deep emotional patterns of blues, hymns, and polyrhythms. This style became known as traditional Gospel Music. Dorsey is cited as the Father of Gospel. (John Carroll University)

· What did Dorsey create?
· How did he influence American society today?
8. Edward Blyden (1832-1912)
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“The duty of every individual and every race is to struggle for its own individuality, to maintain it and develop it.... Therefore honor and love your race for yourselves ... if you are for yourselves, for if you abdicate [give up] your personality, you will not have left anything to give to the world. Neither will you be happy nor of any use, and you will have nothing to attract and fascinate other people because with the suppression of your individuality you will also lose your distinctive character.”

· Why does Blyden say you need to love your race?
· Why is being an individual so important?
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