PLATEAU VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL-GOVERNMENT
	UNIT 4: Landmark Supreme Court Cases

	

	

	


Name:

Date:

Colorado Standards being assessed on this test: 
	

	
	Colorado State Standard
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Not Yet

	4.2g
	Evaluate the effectiveness of our justice system in protecting life, liberty, and property (DOK 3-4)

	
	
	
	


Directions: Your group will choose a significant Supreme Court case from our country’s history (options are below). You will research both sides of the case, as well as the Constitutional questions involved. You will then create a presentation that engages your classmates (ie-you will need to interact with the audience by including them, asking questions, providing interesting facts, videos, pictures, etc). 
Options for cases (see me if you would like to research a case not on this list):
1. 1867 Cummings v. Missouri      
2. Yick Wo v. Hopkins      
3. Schenck v. United States

4. Powell v. Alabama     
5. Korematsu v. United States      
6. Missouri ex rel. Gaines v. Canada      

7. McCullum v. Board of Education      
8. Mapp v. Ohio    

9. Engle v. Vitale     
10. Plyler v. Doe     
11. Roe v. Wade      

12. Regents of the University of California v. Bakke     

13. Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission

14. Bush v. Gore

Requirements for presentation:
· the background of the case, including who was involved

· why it ended up in the Supreme Court 

· who or what was the case protecting, preserving or interpreting 

· what Constitutional questions were involved (including the specific articles of the Constitution) 

· what ways did the public influence the case

· what was the decision (including final vote)

· what was the reasoning behind the different opinions of the justices
· how is the decision still relevant today and why (how does it preserve the rights and ideals of the American system of government?) 

· what challenges or future concerns are related to this issue

· at least 3 discussion questions throughout the presentation to encourage the audience to justify/dispute the effectiveness of the justice system
· any additional information necessary to explain your case (this will vary depending on the case you choose)

· use a minimum of 5 credible sources (not Wikipedia), displayed on the last slide. A formal MLA bibliography is required.
Your presentation should be at least 12 minutes in length and must be brought to class on a jump drive. You must ensure in ADVANCE that your jump drive opens on the classroom computer. 

TIMELINE: In-class workdays are 11/11, 11/12, 11/13 and 11/14. Presentations begin Monday, 11/18. All presentations must be submitted Monday, even if you do not present.
The presentations will be graded using the following rubric:
	CATEGORY 
	Exemplary 9/10 
	Good 7/8 
	Fair 5/6 
	Needs 
improvement
Below 5 
	Score/Comments

	Preparation and Time 
	Student is completely prepared and has clearly put effort into making an effective and informative presentation that meets the time minimum.
	Student is mainly prepared but needed to put in more effort to make presentation more successful. Presentation was within 20% of time minimum.
	The student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that more effort was needed. Presentation was not within 20% of time minimum. 
	Student is not at all prepared to present. 
	

	Content 
	Shows a full understanding of the topic and includes a thorough and objective (unbiased) explanation of all the requirements. 
	Shows a good understanding of the topics and presents a good and unbiased explanation of all but one of the requirements. 
	Shows an understanding of parts of the topic, but is missing at least two of the requirements. A bias is evident in the presentation. 
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well and/or is missing three or more requirements. Presentation holds a clear bias. 
	

	Analysis 
	Presentation provides an in-depth and objective (un-biased) analysis of the Constitutional and legal questions involved in this case.  
	Presentation provides an analysis of the Constitutional and legal questions involved in this case, but it is somewhat incomplete and may be biased.
	Presentation provides a weak analysis and may be biased.
	Presentation provides no analysis of legal issues involved. 
	

	Multimedia 
	Excellent use of multimedia in a variety of formats enhances presentation. Multimedia keeps the attention of the audience and increases understanding of various sides of the issue. 
	Good use of multimedia to help keep the attention of the audience and increase understanding of various sides of the issue. 
	Some outside multimedia was present, but it was insufficient to hold the attention of the audience or clarify various aspects of the topic. 
	Little or no outside resources used to support the presentation. 
	

	Class Involvement 
	The class was encouraged to take an active role in the presentation through various methods. 


	The presenter made a good attempt to engage the class. 
	The presenter made some attempt to engage the class. 
	The presenter made little or no attempt to engage the class. 
	


Total: _____/50
