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Father Coughlin Lectures on Social Justice, 1935

It is the primary duty of the government and of all good citizens to abolish conflict between classes and divergent interests.  It is our duty to foster and promote harmony among the various ranks of society.  No sane man believes in the possibility of creating harmony by bandaging the festered sores of modern industry.  No intelligent person preaches effectively against radicalism if he does not first destroy the causes which create it.


Social justice cries aloud to heaven for the workingmen to unite together with the industrialist, not against him.   The industrialist must recognize that the laborers in his factory are not mere chattels, nor are they to be treated less and insured less against the destructive forces of poverty than are his machines… Labor is not something that can be bought and sold like any piece of merchandise.  Labor is something human, something sacred.  When you employ a man you are not hiring his muscles or his skill.  You are engaging the services of his very soul which gives life and activity to his skill… In one sense you are attempting to purchase the services of something that is unpurchasable, of something that is immortal. The protection of that human life which, leaving all things else, surrenders itself to your just commands, imposes a duty upon you to care for its just rights even more sacredly than you care for your property rights.  By all the precepts of social justice, you are forbidden to exclude the laborer from a share in the profits …

While we uphold the doctrine of private ownership we will not permit you industrialists to forget the equally sacred doctrine of stewardship.  One cannot exist without the other… The doctrine of stewardship means this:  That the earth and the fullness thereof belongs to God; that you who acquire private property have done so only under God; that you cannot exclude from its just usage your fellow men.  Never forget that from the natural resources about us and from the unremitting toil of our citizens springs all wealth.  It is a toil that is expended upon either one’s own private property or the private property belonging to some other person where capital and labor unite.  When labor is willing to supply its brawn and its brain to work at your property, Mr. Industrialist, that same labor cannot be denied a just and living wage which enables it to share reasonably in the… decent necessities of life….

I ask you industrialists, if and when you arrive at that point in production where it is necessary to shut down your factories, do you cancel the insurance on your machinery…? You can get along without machinery but you cannot get along without men.  More than that, you can get along without advice from your bankers and their outworn philosophy but you dare not attempt to get along without advice from your laborers upon whose purchasing power and good-will you depend.

I am not excoriating you industrialists, nor casting upon you the burden of blame altogether for this condition in which we find ourselves… But… I do blame you for refusing to face facts and for attempting to dwell in realms of fancy.  Today your… only redemption is for capital to join labor instead of perpetuating its harlotry with finance….


See what has occurred in our midst when capital and industry permitted the bankers to dictate the policy of labor.  Twelve million unemployed; seven million part time employed; seventeen million Americans living on doles; debts multiplying , taxation mounting…


Do we plan to be placid and apathetic and not unite against them?  Are the just and living wage and the rights of labor subjects only to be discussed and not reduced to practice?  If you believe in these principles which I have unfolded, I ask you to join the NATIONAL UNION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
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